. CHAPTER XIV

THE MUTINY AND OUR LATER INDIAN WARS, 1857-1913

I. THE SEPOY REVOLT, 1857-1859

IN the summer of 1857 there burst out, with the appalling
suddenness of a convulsion of nature, a catastrophe which
shook the edifice of our rule in India to its foundations, and all
but brought it crashing down in irremediable ruin.

The causes of this disaster have since been widely discussed
with all the wisdom that comes after the event, hut only a very
brief summary of them is necessary here.  From the political
point of view there was general dissatisfaction and unsettlement
consequent on the forceful government of Dalhousie, with its
vigorous assertion of the rights of the paramount power as
evinced particularly in the annexation of Oude, and the enforce-
ment of the doctrine of lapse in the cases of Nana Sahib, the
adopted heir of the last Peshwa, and the Rani of Jhansi. Allied
and interdependent with this was the widespread fear, among
Hindu and Moslem alike, of a deliberate and tar-reaching attack
on their faiths and customs in the name of Christianity,   All
this, however, could only prepare the ground for a revolt which
was essentially military in origin and found little support outside
the lowest elements of the people,   Even among the sepoy
regiments in British service those of the Madras and Bombay
armies were hardly affected, and indeed took a creditable' share
in the suppression of the mutiny engineered and carried out
almost entirely by their comrades of Bengal.  Among these,
discipline had been undermined, and vanity and arrogance
increased beyond measure by much pampering, while at the
same time many of their most cherished religious and military
prejudices had been thoughtlessly offended or harshly over-
ridden.   Out of touch with their officers, whose general level
of efficiency was not high, and knowing nothing of the real
power of England, they believed themselves able to remedy
their grievances by force of arms, and set themselves up in the
place of the handful of their white masters, whose soldiers
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